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DRURY LANE. 


NEW ENGLISH OPERA. 
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On Saturday last a new opera was pro- 
duced at this house. The music is by a 
Mr. Forbes, who is, we are informed, a na- 
tive of Bath, and a clever pianist. The 
libretto is by Mr. Coape, a member of the 
committee of Drury Lane Theatre. The 
opera is entitled “The Fairy Oak.” 

The story runs thus:— Duke Rudolph, Mr. 
Borrani, who, on hearing the convent bell 
peal forth the midnight hour, is struck with 
remorse, and confesses that he is an assasin, 
and therefore, that he had seventeen years 
ago entrusted his daughter to the keeping 
of the fairies, that he “ might ward off from 
his denounced head the ominous legend 
foretelling that Ianthe should love the man 
who would disposses her father of his rights.” 
This isthe night on which the seventeen 
years are accomplished, and Rudolph, ac- 
companied by his elfin page, Kuno (Mr. G. 
Wieland), prepares to reclaim his daughter 
from the Queen of the Fairies. An incan- 
tation producns a storm, witha suitable ac- 
companiment of thunder and lightning; 








during which Rudolph inquires of the fai- 
ries what his future fate shall be, receives 
an unsatisfactory reply, and retires in high 
dudgeon into his castle. The Queen of the 
Fairies now prepares to resign Ianthe to 
her lawful papa, per agreement, but, unfor- 





. tunately, the principal covenant in the con- 


tract, that the girl should be restored to him 
with heart untouched by love of mortal, has 
been broken; for Ianthe has encountered 
Albert, the hunter, in the forest, and, as even 
fairies cannot avert love’s destinies, the 
youthful pair have become lovers. Ianthe 
declares her passion in the following 
stanzas :— 
ARIA, 
Oh ! brightly the day-star of happiness glows 
In the heart that hath never known gloom; 
And soft is the hue of the opening rose, 
Ere the storm hath yet sullied its bloom. 
You may whisper that darkness and tem- 
pest are near. 
That the fairest smile but to deceive ; 
But the heart, yet a stranger to sigh or to tear, 
The sad warning will never believe. 


And far above all that the tongue can impart, 
Is the bliss, which in love’s early spring 


We feel, when we know that another dear 
heart 


To the same fond illusion will cling ; 


Theno’er my glad spirit, by sorrowing wail, 
Oh! seek not a shadow to cast— 


But tell me there’s truth in the flattering 
tale, 


That its brightness for ever will last. 
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Before Ianthe returns to the paternalroof 
the Queen of the Fairies favours her with a 
private view of theinterior of the castle, 
with the duke and a gallant knight, whom 
the Queen describes as “* one Count Alphon- 
so,” ata table signing a contract of mariage 
between Ianthe and the strange count. 
Ianthe swoons,in which interesting state she 
is conveyed into the castle, and is speedily 
led forth again for the purpose of being 
wedded to the Count. The secondact com- 
mences with a grand fairy concert on the 
borders of a forest lake, and in the immedi- 
ate vicinity of a romantic cavern—the resi- 
dence of a mysterious being named Haco 
the Solitary—personated by Mr. Burdini— 
whose business is to protect Albert, and 
consequently to destroy the usurper Ru- 
dolph. Albert is the son of Rudolph’s bro- 
ther and the rightful heir of Lowenstein. 
Hehad been saved by Haco, formerly a 
vassal of Rudolph, from the death intended 
him by his uncle, and brought up as the 
adopted son of Arnoid the ranger. Haco 
organises arevolt amongst the foresters, and 
when the usurper, enraged at discovering 
his daughter in the prisoner’s chamber, or- 
ders him to be shot to death, he finds none 
who will execute his commands. Furious 
at the hesitation of his guards to obey him, 
he seizes a bow with the intention of having a 
shot himself; but his kind intention is frus- 
trated by the sudden appearance of an armed 
knight, who releases Albert, and raising his 
visor, discovers the features of Haco, the in- 
dividual to whom the Duke had entrusted 
the assassination of his brother’s son in in- 
fancy, who now stands forth in the person of 
Albert, the heir of Lowenstein, A grand 
finale, in which the fairies join, celebrates 
the union of Albert and lanthe, with the 
pleasing announcement that, 

“Fear and sorrow now at rest, 
Peace descends on every breast,” 

Thus ends the story, which we confess is 
not easy to be understoed. Some of the 
songs will become favorites upon the piano- 
fortes of the young ladies at Christmas. 
We cannot mete much praise to the con- 
certed portions of the opera, the success of 
which is entirely owing to Miss Rainforth 
and Allen; the latter in particular, who 
sung most sweetly, and had several encores. 
Borrani sung a serious ditty with great 
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effect. The scene of the Fairies is equal to 
anything of the kind ever produced. 

PRINCESS’S. 

This theatre has been crowded every 
night, particularly on those nights Mr. Mac- 
ready plays, It is really gratifying to see 
the public beginning to patronise the works 
of our immortal Shakspeare once more.— 
It is quite evident that Mr. Macready alone 
has the power of giving vitality to the 
drama; for when here, it springs up, and 
when away it languishes. The play-going 
public hail him as the greatest actor left ; 
it is true we have others excellent in their 
line, for instance, Wallack and Phelps, but 
the distance between them and Macready is 
considerable. We do hope that Mr. Mac- 
ready’s engagement is not a limited one; we 
have good reason to believe it is not; for 
the profession should recollect (those we 
mean who play in the regular drama), that 
they are equally with the public interested 
in his continuance in London. A school of 
acting is thus formed that will tend to raise 
the profession into one of greater respecta- 
bilfty, for assuredly it is more to their ho- 
nour to personate the characters of Shaks- 
peare, than those in low melo-dramas, and 
translated rubbish. 

HAYMARKET. 
ENGAGEMENT op Miss HELEN Favcir. 
The return of Miss Helen Faucit to the 

metropolitan boards, on Monday evening 
last, was unanimously hailed by a crowded 
audience with unbounded applause. The 
popularity of the Lady of Lyons is ona 
foundation that bids fair never to shake; 
each burst of passion, each display of feel- 
ing, each touching position, produces the 
same effect upon the beholders as on its 
early representation ; the spectators seem 
to inhale the language and the beauties of 
the play from scene to scene with the great- 
est attention; not a foot is moved, nota 
cough heard, all eyes, hearts, and thoughts 
seem centred on one object—a young well 
born female, who has been taught by all 
around her to look on those in an inferior 
sphere as a species of animal hardly mid- 
way between herself and the dust on which 
she treads, as animated lumps of clay made 
particles of this sublunary globe for the 
mere purpose of doing the biddings, how- 
ever difficult, however atrocious, of the 
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great ; but a more powerful opponent grap- 
ples with her, one of nature’s own darling 
qualities, one that places all beings ona 
parallel—the prime mover of the dutiful 
child, the kind father, and the happy wife. 
Miss Helen Faucit in this favorite charac- 
ter is unapproached, no actress living is cae 
pable of delineating it in the manner she 
did on Monday. Mr. Anderson played, for 
the first time in London, -Claude Melnotte, 
and acquitted himself extremely well. Mrs. 
W. Clifford played the old French Jady in 
her usual capital style. All the rest of the 
characters were well sustained. Miss Fau- 
cit was led on at the conclusion amidst 
cheers and waving of hats and handker- 
chiefs. Several bouquets were thrown on 
the stage. 
ALBERT SALOON. 

Mr. T. Jones, the late manager of this 
establishment, has now become the lessee. 
This gentleman has had many years expe- 
rience, aud is well calculated to cater 
amusements for the middle classes, who 
frequent these places after the fatigues of 
the day. Ihe entertainments here are 
really very good; and when we consider the 
very low price of admission, we are sur- 
prised it can be made to answer. A new 
drama, from the pen of E. Z. Barnett, has 
been brought forward, entitled ‘““The Daugh- 
ter of Fire ;” the scenery of which is equal 
to anything to be seen at the larger houses, 
and the dresses very good. The acting of 
Mr. Elphinstone, the bero of the piece, is 
deserving of praise ; he is particularly well 
suited to such characters, being possessed 
of a fine person, a good voice and face, 
and easy action. The comedy portions of 
the piece are in the hands of T. Jones and 
Miss Ridgway, who keep the house ina 
continued roar of laughter the whole time 
they are on the stage; a duett sung by them 
is very comic, and always meets with an en- 
core. Paul Herring is exceedingly clever 
as the Sprite, and is second tonone in these 
characters, except Wieland. The dances 
are arranged by Nathan, who has displayed 
very good taste, The piece goes off with 
great applause; and Mr. Barnett has shown 
great judgment in its construction, 

MECHANICS’ INSTITUTION. 

SouTHaMPTon Buitpinas.- We attended 

here on Monday, and had the pleasure of 





witnessing a very intellectual entertainment. 
It consisted of Readings from our best 
English poets and dramatic writers, We 
are glad to see a desire manifested amongst 
a society of young gentlemen to improve 
themselves by studying the best works of 
our authors, both ancient and modern. It 
bears with it an excellent moral tendency, 
while it is pleasing to the friends of those 
who take a part in the entertainment. The 
principal feature of the evening during 
our stay was a scene from Jerrold’s comedy, 
‘* Bubbles of the Day,” which was, as a 
whole, excellently got through. The cha- 
racter of Kimbo was well sustained,although 
the young gentleman at times was not per- 
fect, but displayed a good knowledge of the 
character he was representing. Lord Skin- 
deep was too tame, and sometimes inaudi- 
ble ; he appeared to us, from having exert- 
ed himself to advantage before, that he was 
used up. Chatham Brown was respectable ; 
but his father had an excellent representa- 
tive. Captain Smoke had considerable to 
do, and kept the scene up admirably. We 
would not wish to damp the spirits of these 
young gentlemen by any remark of ours, but 
whenever they attempt this scene again let 
them rehearse it several times, and they 
may be assured it will go off admirably,— 
Two scenes from * Othello,” were given 
with great judgment and discrimination ; 
the readings of the two gentlemen were 
very creditable. Jago was rather too rest- 
less; he used too much action for the cool 
calculating deliberate villain, and we 
thouvht at times he was too friendly with 
the Moor, when he struck him upon the 
arm, which was frequently repeated, The 
part of Othello at times was given much 
above mediocrity, while at others it sunk 
below it; nevertheless it was very well ma- 
naged. We were sorry circumstances over 
which we had no control prevented us stay- 
ing the latter part. Mr. Albert Smith pre- 
sided as chairman, and gave out the pro- 
gramme. His observations between the 
pieces had much point, and were well re- 
ceived by the audience. This gentleman is 
deserving of the best thanks of the society 
in lending his powerful aid: it gives a tone 
to the entertainments which ought to be 
encouraged, and which we shall feel much 
pleasure in attending at a future period, 
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ADELPHI, 

This house is the first in the field with its 
versiou of the “ Diable a Quatre,” the ballet 
that has created sucha furore at Paris. 
Here burlesque dialogue is employed, and 
a broad comic piece is produced. The 
story is that of the old farce of “ The Devil 
to Pay.” A drunken basket-maker has an 
amiable wife, while a good good-humoured 
count is married toa vixen. The rugged 
tempers are smoothed by the aid of a ma- 
gician, who makes the two wives change 
places, until the basket-makerand the coun- 
tess cure each other by mutual castigation. 
This is the slight framework upon which a 
most beautiful and amusing spectacle is con- 
structed. The costumes, which are of the 
Bohemian character, are superb, and the 
piece is filled throughout with most lively 
and well-executed dances. The ‘real Bo- 
hemian Polka,” by Wright and Madame 
Celeste, who play the basket-maker and his 
wife, is one of the most exhilarating bits of 
nationality that could be devised, and is ex - 
eellently danced by both. The pas de fas- 
cination, likewise by Madame Celeste, is ad- 
mirably executed ; the lady quits the bur- 
lesque for the while, and becomes a dancer 
of a high order. Munyard comes out in 
capital style as a grotesque imitator of Per- 
rot,—the gestures, the agility, the hat—all 
isin keeping. His partner is Miss Ellen 
Chaplin, who dances with a grace and live- 
liness that is seldom found in an actress. 
As for the dances by coryphees and the corps 
de ballet, a running fire of them seems to be 
kept up through the whole. 

If the piece is dauced with a world of 
spirit, it is acted with a great deal of hu- 
mour. Wright and Miss Woolgar, as the 
basket-maker and the vixen countess, try 
to break each other’s tempers, and belabour 
each other with a zeal that does the heart 
good. Madame Celeste, as the amiable 
wife, diffuses a charming spirit of good hu- 
mour through the character. Nor must we 
forget Mr. Charles Selby, the clever adapter 
of the piece, who, with powdered wig and 
satin breeches, plays a marvellously small 
bit, and conducts the count’s ball. The 
strut and swell of importance are irresisti- 
bly comic. Paul Bedford has only a hunt- 
ing song to sing, but that tells immensely. 

No success could be greater, or better 
deserved than that of this piece. 





PROVINCIAL THEATRES. 

Barnett has just concluded a very profit- 
able season at the Theatre Royal, Ryde, 
Isle of Wight; the talented and bard- 
working company was greatly aided by some 
of the London luminaries, such as the “ one 
great actor,” W. Farren, his new friend, Mrs. 
Seymour, C, Pitt, and others. The “ cock 
salmon” drew immensely in Lord Priory, 
Uncle Foogle, &c. Our correspondent 
speaks highly of the talents of a rising light 
comedian of the name of Chute, whose 
Don Cesar de Bazan, is said to be second 
only to Wallack’s. The operatic part of 
the company was unusually good. Terry, 
a fair tenor, our old favorite Attwood, of 
Strand celebrity, and a new singing lady a 
Miss Farrell, who, with a fine soprano voice 
of great compass and flexibility, possesses a 
handsome person and considerable stage 
knowledge and tact. She appeared in the 
usual round of operatic characters, such as 
Polly, Susanna, Diana Vernon, &c. but her 
performance of Gertrude, in the “Loan of a 
Lover,’ (Madame Vestris’s part) is said to 
have been a most admirable piece of acting. 


A little more provincial experience, and she — 


must find her way to the Metropolis with 
fair prospects of a first-rate reception. 


AN ACROSTIC 








UPON 
WILLIAM CHARLES MACREADY, 
THE EMINENT TRAGEDIAN, 

By Morris Asher, Esq. author of an Acrostic 
upon “ William Shakspeare,” “ Wreck 
of the Pegasus,” ‘* Love’s Happy Scene,” 
&c. &c. —— 

What warm emotions animate his breast, 

In gaining on his notable return, 

Loud plaudits long, which truly manifest 

Love of a nation only great ones earn. 

Immortal flames for his renown shall burn ; 

And like the bright stars who’ ve left the stage, 

Macready shall be named in every age. 


Celestial souls, exhibiting their praise, 
Have added laurels to his well-earned bays; 
Authors, actors, statesmen, pocts came, 
Rounding in smiles the honor'd child of fame, 
Ladies, enthusiastic in the cause, 

E’en earnestly bestow’d their warm applause, 
Securing for great Charles a deathless name. 


Most potent man! the laurels talent laid 
Around his feet, was homage justly paid ; 
Could more for this dramatic star be shown, 
Raising him stil], who is himself alone. 
Enlightened minds would cordially impart 
* A due reward for him who thrills the heart.’ 
Death may remove him from the face of earth 
Yet after-ages shall record his worth. 
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MEMORANDA, 
Sunpay, Oct. 26.—Twenty-third Sunday 
after Trinity. Hogarth died 1764. 
Monpay, 27—Debut of Miss Rainforth, 
1836. 
Tuespay, 285—Hare hunting begins 
WEDNESDAY, 29—Sir Walter Raleigh be- 
headed, 1618. 

Tuurspay, 30 — Sheridan born, 
Tower of London, fire at, 1841. 
Fripay, 31—Blackfriars Bridge began, 

1760, 
SaTuRDAY, Nov. 1—Debut of Cooper, at 
Drury Lane, 1820. 


1751. 
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Saturpay, Ocr. 25, 1845. 


Our Leader. 
CALLING FORWARD. 

The ridiculous practice of calling before 
the curtain when nothing has transpired to 
warrant such a demand, was fully exempli- 
fied on Saturday night last, at the produc- 
tion of the ‘‘ Fairy Oak.” Allen, on whom 
the chief points of the opera rested, and 
without whom and Miss Rainforth the opera 
could not have reached a conclusion suc- 
cessfully,had scarcely received their deserved 
reward in front of the curtain, when a noise 
was made for the composer of one of the 
poorest musical compositions ever produc- 
ed. Then Mr. Burdini was wanted, who, 
by his want of care in tune and delivery, had 
well nigh upset the quiet progress of the 
second act. Then there were calls for Wie- 
land and Harley, and afterwards for Mr. 
Bunn, but we suppose these gentlemen had 
some idea that the audience were inclined 
for a joke: if they had made their appear- 
ance we should have felt it an imperative 
duty to have exerted our lungs for the re- 
appearance of the numerous fairies and 
knights connected with the piece, including 
scene-painters, machinists, and carpenters. 
A jolly good noise at the end of a piece 
seems to put the gentlemen of the upper 
stories in good humour for the rest of the 
night. 


AMERICAN THEATRICALS., 
Of the English actors now here we will 
commence with Mr. and Mrs. Kean, who 








are at present in Baltimore, and performing 
the same rounds of characters that they did 
both here and in Philadelphia ; their suc- 
cess since their arrival has been very great. 
The Ellen Tree of former days, who left so 
favourable an impression. has given as 
much satisfaction now as Mrs. Kean, and 
Mr. Kean has been much more appreciated 
than when here some years ago, 

Miss Delcy, Mr. Rophino Lacy, and Mr. 
Gardner are performing an engagement at 
the Park in this city. A severe hoarseness 
that attacked Miss D. has somewhat inter- 
rupted their labours, and they are sus- 
pended for a few nights. Their success has 
been very great, and Miss Delcy has estab- 
lished her claim to be recognised as the 
prima donna now in America. 

Mr. Templeton has arrived, but has not 
as yet done anything. He intends, we un- 
derstand, giving concerts and lectures on 
the same plan that he has latterly pursued 
in Europe. This style of entertainment is 
not popular here, and we doubt if he suc- 
ceeds in it. 

Professor Horncastle did not succeed very 
wellin New York. He is giving lectures 
and concerts in Philadelphia, where he has 
done better. 

Mr. Maywood has returned from a Cana- 
dian tour where, in his entertainments a la 
Mathews, he was very successful. 

Our new American star, Mrs. Mowatt, 
has made a most successful tour as far as 
Baltimore. Mrs. Crisp supports her in her 
various characters. She is now playing at 
Niblo’s theatre here. 

Hackett has concluded an engagement in 
Baltimore. 

The Swiss bellringers have rung out the 
changes all over the Union, and are now 
preparing for another southern tour. 

A company of actors have sailed from 
here for Kingston, Jamaica, 

De Begnis and Antognini have, each on 
their own responsibility, been concertising 
in Montreal successfully. 

The French company closed their per- 
formances of opera, vaudeville, &c. in this 
city last week. They have had a prosperous 
three months season. 

Ole Bull is about to give farewell con- 
certs in New York previous to his return to 
Europe.—New York Herald, 
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THE ACTOR’S COOKERY BOOK, OR 
THEATRICAL RECIPES. 
No. 5.— How To MAKE A Lover. 

A Lover is a species of animal especially 

a favorite amongst playwriters and play- 
goers—and from the highest tragedy down 
to the lowest comedy (the lowest comedy 
we imagine must be acted down in the coal- 
hole) is acharacter most indisputably in- 
disputable. He is a most amphibious in- 
comprehensible part of creation, and in 
manner and qualities approaches the near- 
est to the-nature of the sheep. Bah! we 
fancy we hear those who among our nume- 
rous reader have ere now given their vote 
and interest, as votaries of the shrine of 
Cupid, exclaim, “ but certain it is, a man 
never looks more s/eepish than when he 
would enclose some pretty lamb in his fold, 
and is whispering sweet nothings into the 
ear of his sweetheart.” Your stage lover 
is the most simple credulous creature ima- 
ginable—swallows every bait (he does not 
geta chance at white-bait) held out by his 
enemy, and upon the most frivolous pre- 
tences is ready to wound the feelinge of his 
affiancee by thrusting his sword into her.— 
He occasionally knocks down some “ mons- 
ter in human form,” who makes no form of 
not “ unhanding” some young lady—which 
latter persou, as an odd species of payment 
for his rescuing her from harms, falls into 
his arms, and makes a feint of fainting off 
most desperately. We have given this de- 
scription of lovers in general, but they ne- 
cessarily differ very much in their nature. 
At another time we shall discuss the diffe- 
rent qualities of the tragedy and comedy 
lovers respectively ; and conclude this recipe 
with the remark that lovers had better be 
made into a perfect stew, well seasoned with 
pepper, and served up with plenty of sauce, 
and garnished with a pale face, and long 
lanky hair, ere they can meet the measure of 
public approbation. 


CONSOLATION FOR COMING AGE. 
Though time may thin these locks of gold, 
And turn them into snow, 
Still summer’s sun will brightly shine, 
And summer flowers grow. 
And though my heart may sad repine 
O’er beauty’s fast decay ; 
Still winds will blow, and streamlets flow, 
And children round me play. 








Though time may waste these eyes of light, 
And fill them up with tears ; 

Like worn-out caskets dimly bright, 
With gems of by-gone years, 

Still memory, like an urn, will hold 
The treasures of the past; 

And hope will shine, and love be mine, 
While nature’s glories last. 

And when I feel the icy hand 
Of death upon my heart ; 

And weeping kindred round me stand, 
Like travellers loth to part; 

Then bear me to the open air, 
Beneath bright heaven’s view ; 

And bring the young, the beautiful, 
With flowers of richest hue ; 

That I may bid each lovely form, 
Each lovely scene, adieu. 

Joun Orton. 


CHIT-CHAT. 

Mr. R. Honner, who has become the les- 
see of the City Theatre, is making many ju- 
dicious alterations in the theatre. We give 
a list of his company :-- Messrs. Gustavus 
Brooke, G. Forman, R. Younge, Roberts 
Tindall, G. Jones, T. E. Lyon, Ersser 
Jones, Gale, Coreno, Bologna, J. Webster, 
C. Montgomery, Wilkins, Henry, Green, 
Berry, &c. Mesdames R. Honner, Turner, 
and Brookes. Misses Farrell, Lee, Ben- 
nett, Stanley, Honey, M. A. Egan, Hun- 
ter, Saville, Oliver, and Jennings. The 
stage arrangements will be under the direc- 
tion of Mr. R. Honner. 

We have had placed in our letter-box a 
New Edition of Songs published by Cleave, 
Shoe-lane. On perusing it we find every 
modern song of note that have become fa- 
vorites, both serious and comic. The 
younger branches, who make merry at 
Christmas, will do well to purchase it, the 
price being one penny. 

Ma. Rooke, the composer of “ Amilie,” 
is, we are glad to hear, preparing an opera 
for Drury Lane. 

Frencu Puiays.—The ensuing season 
is likely to be most brilliant, if we may 
judge from the talented artistes already en- 
gaged. Mr. Mitchell has already engaged 
Madlle. Marteileur, of the Gymnase, Lafont, 
Ravel, Lafevriere, Madlles. Dejazet and 
Rose Cheri. M. Cartigny, formerly of the 
Comedie-Francaise,will continue as Stage- 
manager, 
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A serious accident occurred on the 29th 
ult., atthe Opera at Copenhagen, to a young 
danseuse, Madlle Christiane Grandbiery, 
who was acting a part in the ballet of the 
Sylphide ; in the flying scene, the cords by 
which she was suspended having snapped, 
she fell on the stage and broke her left arm, 

Tue Sranisnh Drama.—Dramatic lite- 
rature im Spain has lately been making 
some laudable exertions to cease being in- 
debted to foreign writers, particularly those 
of France, for their theatrical pieces. At 
the head of this national reaction stands 
particularly eminent, Signor Ventura de la 
Vega. ‘He has just produced anothes new 
piece at the Theatre del Principe, a comedy 
entitled “The Man of theWorld.” This work 
has obtained the greatest success; the au- 
thor was called for three times on the stage, 
and was forced to submit to this triple ova- 
tion, 

TouLouse.—A new Theatre des Varie- 
ties of a very splendid description was 
opened for the first time on the 2nd inst. 

Mapb.ue.RacueL.—Mr. Mitchell has en- 
gaged this distinguished tragic actress, to 
perform in London during her conge of two 
months from the Theatre Francaise, on 
very liberal terms. 

Madame Anna Thillon, the much admired 
vocalist, is on the eve of making a_profes- 
sional tour in Belgium and Holland. She 
will return the month of 
April, trom which time to the 15th July she 
is under engagement at one of our principal 
theatres. 


to London in 


Mr, Young, the ex-tragedian, has arrived 
in Paris. His first visit was paid to Mdmlle 
Rachel. 

DEsTRUCTION OF A CHINESE THEATRE 
BY Fire, Loss or 1,257 Lives!—A Paris 
theatrical journal of the first rate reputation, 
gives the following extraordinary para- 
graph :—“We were all aware that there 
were theatres in China, but we did not 
know how they were supported and patron- 
ised in this singular and multitudinous em- 
pire. Ths following fact will unfortunately 
give us some idea of it. ‘Towards the latter 
end of last month (and the news only ar- 
rived to day) the principal theatre of Can- 
ton was destroyed by fire; a great number 
of the spectators escaped the conflagration, 
yet, on the follo wing day, the mandarins of- 
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ficially made returns of 1,257 
2,000 wounded.” 


killed, and 


Mr. Mitchell, the director of the French 
Theatre in London when lately in Paris, 
wished to engage Mlle. Rachel, but the fair 
tragedian demanded 200/. per night, which 
the maager could not accede to, and the ne- 
gotiation, we hear, was broken off. 

Mr. Watrace’s New Opera will be put 
in rehearsal at Drury Lane Theatre on the 
Ist of November. Mr. H. Phillips, who 
will sustain a principal part in it, speaks in 
the highest terms of the music. Mr. Wal- 
lace is an excellent pianist, and a brilliant 
performer on the violin. 

DANGEROUS ILLNEss OF MapAMe Ros- 
sini.—We are sorry to learn from letters 
from Bologna, that Rossini’s wife is dange- 
rously ill, so much so that she was at the 
latest date not expected to survive many 
days. 

The Echo des Salons contains the follow- 
ing :—‘* We are assured that during the 
conge that Madlle. Nau (the favorite vocal- 
ist of the Grand Opera) intends passing in 
London, she has consented to take the 
principal part in a new English opera, the 
music of which is composed by Mr. Howard 
Gower.” 

“Tue Farr Imocene.”—This _ well- 
known poem by Monk Lewis has been set 
to music by M. Ortolan(one of M. Halevy’s 
pupils), in the form of a cantata, and at the 
recent annual sitting of the Academie des 
Beaux Arts at Paris it obtained the second 
prize. 

GERMAN EQuestTRIANs.—A very success- 
ful troop of equestrians are performing at 
Studgard, consisting of a Monsr. and Mdm, 
Paul Cuzent, the pleasing equestrian syl- 
phide, Madlle. Legars; with the clown of 
the ring, Van Catendick. So popular a 
spectacle was never before witnessed in 
Germany. 

M. Henrior. manager of the Theatre 
des Varieties, has just died at Paris. His 
funeral was attended by a great number of 
artistes and literary characters. 

THEATRICAL WHISPERS. 

It is currently reported (though we do 
not vouch for the truth of it) that in con- 
sequence of the great success attending the 
ballet of the ‘Marble Maiden,’ at Old 
Drury, at a rival establishment an opposi- 
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tion spectacle will be produced, to be en- 
titled “* The Wooden Matron !” 

From the same source we learn that, in 
consideratiomof the great sale and public 
approbation.expressed of the volume enti- 
tled “Captain Cook’s Voyages,” the cele. 
brated sailor, Mr. T. P. Cooke, is about to 
lay before the public a volume intended to 
form a companion to the voyages of the 
great circumnavigator; and it is to contain 
an account of the numerous perils, travels, 
and hornpipes accomplished by this illus- 
trious stage star. None can doubt but that 
Mr. T. P. Cooke having appeared asa Bri- 
tish seaman for the last half-century can 
unfold many a tale (we do not mean his nau- 
tical pigtail) which will strike (somewhat of 
a cat-o’-nine-tail sort of expression) the 
deepest horror and surprise into the hearts 
of a British public. It is a book which (of 
course) “must appear on every drawing- 
room table,” and in both parlour and 
kitchen (particularly in the latter place by 
the cook), will be seized upon with avidity. 
We most cordially recommend it to our nu- 
merous readers, and when it appears we 
shall most decidedly get it ourselves. 


THINGS THAT ARE NOT TRUE, 


It is not true that Covent Garden Thea- 
tre is going to be taken by the Anti-Corn- 
Law League—but it is true that if prome- 
nade concerts are to be held there, there’s 
pretty sure to be a corn meeting every 
night. 

It is not true that Mr. Gammon Scamp 
is a very learned member of the legal pro- 
fession, or has lately been called to the bar— 
but it is true that very lately he was 
brought up on a very disreputable charge to 
the bar of the Bow-street Police Court. 

It is not true that Mr. Simkins goes very 
often to the theatres—but it is true that he 
very often reads the play-bills. 

It is not true that Mr. Jovial Jollynose is 
one of the minor canons of St. Paul’s Cathe- 
dral—but it is true that he is thought a 
great gun 2t the public house, and a capital 
hand at acomic song. 








It is not true that Mr. Fidgetty Earth- 
quake is kpown in the vicinity of Capel 
Court, as a “stag”—but it is true that on 
several occasionsfe has proved himself to 
be a very great boré) * 

It is not true that the shares in the Great 
North Hottentot Railway are at a very high 
premium—but it istrue that they are at a 
most alarming discount. 

It is not true that the Hon. Swindle Ca- 
vendish has been cué off with a shilling by 
his exasperated parent—but it is true that 
the same gentleman has cut off to America 
with the cash-box of a certain Railway 
Company in which he held the post of 


Secretary. 





To Correspondents. 

H. R.—We intend to give a sketch of the 
gentleman alluded to, on the first oppor- 
tunity. 

J. Warts.--These things are a matter of 
opinion, We should say Mr. J. Wallack. 

E. B.--A society of the description is held 
at Mr. Pymm’s, Wilson-street, Gray’s Inn 
Road, and at the Institution, Southamp- 
ton-buildings, Holborn. 

D.—We sent the letter desired. 





Dramatic and Musical Works for review, and 
comunications of every kind, for the Editor, 
to be addressed tothe Publisher, (post-paid,) 
51 and 52, Paternoster Row. 
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IN EIGHT LESSONS. 


RITING, BOOK-KEEPING, 


&c.—Persons of any age, however bad their 
writing, may in Eight Lessons, acquire permanently 
an elegant and flowing style of Penmanship, adapt- 
ed either to professional pursuits or private corre- 
spondence. Arithmetic on a method requiring only 
one third the time and mental labour usually re- 
quisite. Book-keeping as practised in the Govern- 
ment, banking, and merchants’ offices, Short-hand, 
&e 





Apply to Mr. Smart, at the Institution, 7, New 
Street, Covent Garden, leading to St. Martin’s Lane. 

“Under such instructors as Mr. SMART, penman- 
ship has been reduced toa science, and the aequisi- 
tion of what is called a ‘ good hand,’ rendered but 
the “labour of an hour!” — Po/ytechnic Jourual. 

** We advise all bad writers to apply to Mr. Smart, 
who will speedily render them accomplished in the 
Calligraphic Science.”— 7'he Evening Star. 

“Mr. Smart’s mode of teaching is a vast im- 
provement upon any former system which hascome 
under our inspection.”—London Journal of Com 
merce. 
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